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MEDIA STATEMENT OF SRI ASHOK SINGHAL
(INT'L PRESIDENT, VISHVA HINDU PARISHAD)

DON’T TURN BHARAT INTO A CIVILIZATION OF TUNNELS,
BUT SAFEKEEP IT AS A CIVILIZATION & CULTURE OF RIVERS

New Delhi, March 29, 2010 - The Congress Party in power at the centre and the BJP in
power in Uttarakhand and their other coalition partners in the UPA and the NDA must now
openly spell out their respective policies on the hydro-electric projects being constructed on the
Ganga in Uttarakhand and clarify their stand as to whether they want to save and bail out the
Ganga or under the ploy of generating electricity they want to snuff her out and exterminate
inside the concrete concentration tunnels. Ours is a famous civilization of rivers and we must not
allow it to be turned into a civilization and culture (Kulaachaar) of tunnels.

One and all must understand and appreciate that power could be generated from alternative
methods and sources also as it is being done in other parts of the country, but in spite of all our
combined technical and scientific tricks and skills being employed, we cannot bring back
Goddess Ganga that took so much of penance on the part of Bhagirath to fetch Her to planet
Earth.

In all probability, the hydro-electric projects on the Ganga, instead of being power generation
units have become more of goldmines for vested interests in the government and administration
and also among the technical experts, advisers and contractors. That is why, in a mindless
manner and also contemptuously setting aside the sentiments of the people attached to the
Ganga, new projects are being brought up daily to arrest the nonstop flow of the Ganga. Now it
seems to us that the governments are lifeless mechanical entities devoid of any heart and
sensitivity. They are up to the evil design to kill the Ganga by depriving her of her natural
course and instead taking her through tunnel coffins. Shall the society stand a mute spectator and
witness to the daylight murder of the Ganga? The society must devise a strategy to bail out and
save Mother Ganga!

The millions of devotees that converege on the Ganga during the Haridwar and Prayagraj
Kumbha Melas and the Gangasagar Mela represent the live example of the deepest deference and
faith with which the people of Bharat hold the Ganga. Without any propaganda and invitation,
these people in their millions come, defying all hardships during their long journeys, to have a
holy dip in the Ganga and celebrate the Divine River. This feature replicates throughout the 2525
kms length of the Ganga at many places the whole year round between Gangotri in the
Himalayas and the Ganga Sagar at the Bay of Bengal. The Ganga is the soul of our nation.
Ignoring it amounts to ignoring the devoted Hindu society.

The Sant fraternity and the devoted Hindu society gathered on the Ganga banks during Haridwar
Purna Kumbh 2010 want that the governments must declare scrapping of all these hydro-electric



projects on the Ganga with immediate effect. The Sant fraternity and the national society would
under no circumstances allow Mother Ganga being sent to the gallows.

We urge upon all those Hon’ble MPs, MLAs and other representatives of the people that come
from the Ganga basin areas between Gangotri and Ganga Sagar to make substantial efforts inside
and outside the legislatures, at their party fora and other consequential fora to passionately
advocate the case of Mother Ganga and about our national imperative to save Her from
extinction. Simultaneously, we also urge upon all Dharmic and social organizations to take up
the case of Mother Ganga with the governments and all authorities concerned and put pressure
on them to address this important issue.

The Kumbha Mela at Haridwar is not a local affair. This is one of the biggest gatherings of
humanity for spiritual purposes. It addresses all the four-fold goals of human life, viz., Dharma,
Artha, Kama and Moksha. Organization of an important fair of such global magnitude and it
having such a profound goal is worth emulating by the whole of humanity. Therefore, all the
print and the electronic media are urged to fulfil their national duty (daayitwa) to establish and
promote the glory of Mother Ganga by carrying the news about the Kumbha Mela to all nooks &
corners of the country and the world.
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