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I_ﬂng Wait // CA. Jasraj Shrishrimal (Advocate)

e heartily
congratulate the
new NDA

government 3.0 for taking the
reigns of the new government
and pray God for long life to
our beloved Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Damodardas
Modi. Dumb, mute and
hapless animals have been
waiting for a very long time of
10 years to get justice from
the NDA government who
always cherished freedom
from pain, injury, diseases,
thirst, hunger, malnutrition,
fear and distress for Gou Mata
and others animals. The last
NDA government though
deserves applause for
submitting to the cabinet for
passing the Draft Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals Act

AN APPEALTO
NEUW NDA GOVERNMENT

Pass the Draft Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act
(Amendment) Bill 2022 and to provide Income Tax
relief to the Goushalas in the forthcoming Budget-2024.

(Amendment) Bill, 2022
dated 21st November, 2022
but  failed to do so.
Unfortunately the same is
pending and never saw the
light of the day as it related
to voiceless animals who do
not have a power to cast Vote
or speak for themselves.
However, Gou Mata has
given a new opportunity to
the NDA government to do
justice, show compassion,

love and humbleness to these
nature's creation. We
therefore, humbly request the
NDA government to pass the
said Draft Bill in the
immediate next Parliament
session as the first Bill, to
create history and do justice
for the animal kingdom and
declare our great respect to
our Constitutional values as
enshrined in Article 48, 48A,
51A(g) and other related
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Articles. The Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960,
was enacted 64 years back
and was never amended to
keep pace with the time. To
illustrate a paltry fine of Rs.
10/- for first offence and Rs.
25/- for second and subsequent
offence for committing cruelty
on animals is prescribed under
the said Act of 1960. Similarly,
many provisions of the Act
have become insignificant,
unworkable, undeterred and
allows criminals to commit
cruelty fearlessly and
unmindful of the said Law.
The old Act has become so
casual that the criminals do
not bother to respect same and
brutally violate, breach and
break it.

80G Donations:

Budgets have been passed in
past many years but no
respect has been shown to
highest noble charity work for
Gou Mata and has treated
work of Charity for Gou Mata

CSRDonations:

Many companies donate CSR funds to organisations, where
companies derive mutual benefit indirectly, politically,
friendly and reciprocally and for many other hidden reasons.
A special provision shall be made in CSR Donations so that
Companies are required to at least donate 5% of total CSR
donations required mandatorily, to the Goushalas.

on par with other charitable works whether deserving or not.
We request the NDA Government to give special attention to
Gou Mata, which is highly respected and sacred. Therefore, a
rebate of 75% of the Donations shall be given from the Total
Income as computed under the Income Tax Act, for the
Donations given to the Goushalas so that donors will
preferably and specially come forward for this noble cause.
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COW PROTECTION

// Dr. Aastha Pathak

COW SLAUGHTER IN INDIA

attle slaughter in
India, especially cow
slaughter, 1is

controversial because of
cattle's status as endeared and
respected living beings to
adherents of Dharmic
religions like Hinduism,
Buddhism, Sikhism and
Jainism. Also, many of the
Zoroastrians/Parsis living in
India stopped eating beef out
of respect, as it is sacred for
the people of Dharmic
religions; while it is an
acceptable source of meat in
Abrahamic religions like
Islam, Christianity and
Judaism. Cow slaughter has
been shunned for a number of
reasons, specifically because
of cow's association with

Lord Krishna in Hinduism,
and because cattle have been
an integral part of rural
livelihoods as an economic
necessity. Cattle slaughter
has also been opposed by
various Indian religions
because of the ethical
principle of Ahimsa (non-
violence) and the belief in
the wunity of all life.
Legislation against cattle
slaughter is in place
throughout most states and
territories of India.

On 26 October 2005,
the Supreme Court of India,
in a landmark judgement,
upheld the constitutional
validity of anti-cow
slaughter laws enacted by
various state governments

of India. 20 out of 28 states in
India had various laws
regulating the act of
slaughtered cow, prohibiting
the slaughter or sale of cows.
Arunachal Pradesh, Goa,
Kerala, Meghalaya,
Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura,
West Bengal, Dadra and
Nagar Haveli & Daman and
Diu and Puducherry, are the
places where there are no
restrictions on cow slaughter.
The ban in Jammu & Kashmir
and Ladakh was lifted in
2019. As per existing meat
export policy in India, the
export of beef (meat of cow,
oxen and calf) is prohibited.
Bone in meat, carcass, half
carcass of buffalo is also
prohibited and is not
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permitted to be exported.
Only the boneless meats of
buffalo, goat, sheep and birds
are permitted for export. India
feels that the restriction on
export to only boneless meat
with a ban on meat with bones
will add to the brand image of
Indian meat. Animal
carcasses are subjected to
maturation for at least 24
hours before deboning.
Subsequent heat processing
during the bone removal
operation is believed to be
sufficient to kill the virus
causing foot and mouth
disease.

The laws governing
cattle slaughter in India vary
greatly from state to state. The
"Preservation, protection and
improvement of stock and
prevention of animal
diseases, veterinary training
and practice" is Entry 15 of
the State List of the Seventh
Schedule of the Constitution,
meaning that State
legislatures have exclusive
powers to legislate the
prevention of slaughter and
preservation of cattle. Some
states permit the slaughter of
cattle with restrictions like a
"fit-for-slaughter" certificate
which may be issued
depending on factors like age
and sex of cattle, continued
economic viability etc. Others
completely ban cattle
slaughter, while there is no
restriction in a few states. On
26 May 2017, the Ministry of
Environment of the
Government of India led by

Bharatiya Janata Party
imposed a ban on the sale
and purchase of cattle for
slaughter at animal markets
across India, under
Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals statutes, although
Supreme Court of India
suspended the ban on sale of
cattle in its judgement in
July 2017, giving relief to
beefand leather industries.

Indianreligions

The majority of scholars
explain the veneration for
cattle among Hindus in
economic terms, which
includes the importance of
dairy in the diet, use of cow
dung as fuel and fertilizer,
and the importance that
cattle have historically
played in agriculture.
Ancient texts such as Rig
Veda, Puranas highlight the
importance of the cattle. The
scope, extent and status of
cows throughout during
ancient India is a subject of
debate. According to D. N.
Jha's 2009 work The Myth
of the Holy Cow, for
example, cows and other
cattle were neither
inviolable nor revered in the
ancient times as they were
later. Grihya sutra
recommends that beef be
eaten by the mourners, after
a funeral ceremony, as a
ritual rite of passage.
According to Marvin Harris,
the Vedic literature is
contradictory, with some
suggesting ritual slaughter
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and meat consumption, while
others suggesting a taboo on
meat eating.

The protection of animal
life was championed by
Jainism, on the grounds that
violence against life forms is a
source of suffering in the
universe and a human being
creates bad karma by violence
against any living being. The
Chandogya Upanishad
mentions the ethical value of
Ahimsa, or non-violence
towards all beings. By mid 1st
millennium BCE, all three
major Indian religions -
Hinduism, Jainism and
Buddhism - were
championing non-violence as
an ethical value, and
something that affected one's
rebirth. According to Harris,
by about 200 CE, food and
feasting on animal slaughter
were widely considered as a
form of violence against life
forms, and became a religious
and social taboo. Ralph Fitch,
a gentleman merchant of
London and one of the earliest
English travellers to India,
wrote a letter home in 1580
stating, "They have a very
strange order among them —
they worship a cow and
esteem much of the cow's
dung to paint the walls of their
houses ... They eat no flesh,
but live by roots and rice and
milk."

According to Nanditha
Krishna the cow veneration in
ancient India during the Vedic
era, the religious texts written
during this period called for



non-violence towards all
bipeds and quadrupeds, and
often equated killing of a cow
with the killing of a human
being specifically a Brahmin.
Nanditha Krishna stated that
the hymn 8.3.25 of the Hindu
scripture Atharvaveda
(1200-1500 BCE)
condemns all killings of men,
cattle, and horses, and prays
to god Agni to punish those
who kill.

According to Harris, the
literature relating to cow
veneration became common
in 1st millennium CE, and by
about 1000 CE vegetarianism,
along with a taboo against
beef, became a well accepted
mainstream Hindu tradition.
This practice was inspired by
the belief in Hinduism that a
soul is present in all living
beings, life in all its forms is
interconnected, and non-
violence towards all creatures
is the highest ethical value.
Vegetarianism is a part of the
Hindu culture. God Krishna,
one of the incarnations
(Avatar) of Vishnu, is
associated with cows, adding
to its endearment.

With the advent of
British rule in India, eating
beef along with drinking
whiskey as it was part of their
food culture, in English-
language colleges in Bengal,
became a method of fitting in
into the British culture. Some
Hindus, in the 1830s,
consumed beef to show how
they "derided irrational Hindu
customs", according to

Barbara Metcalf and
Thomas Metcalf.

The reverence for the
cow played a role in the
Indian Rebellion of 1857
against the British East India
Company. Hindu and
Muslim sepoys in the army
of the East India Company
came to believe that their
paper cartridges, which held
a measured amount of
gunpowder, were greased
with cow and pig fat as it
was the best and -easily
accessible method available
at that time for greasing
weapons since cattle and
pigs had a good amount of
fatin them.

Historians argue that
the symbol of the cow was
used as a means of
mobilizing Hindus.In 1870,
the Namdhari Sikhs started
the Kuka Revolution,
revolting against the British,
and seeking to protect the
cows from slaughter. A few
years later, Swami
Dayananda Saraswati called
for the stoppage of cow
slaughter by the British and
suggested the formation of
Go-samvardhani Sabhas. In

the 1870s, cow protection
movements spread rapidly in
Punjab, North-West Frontier
Province, Oudh State (now
Awadh) and Rohilkhand. The
Arya Samaj had a tremendous
role in skillfully converting
this sentiment into a national
movement.

The first Gaurakshini
sabha (cow protection
society) was established in the
Punjab in 1882. The
movement spread rapidly all
over North India and to
Bengal, Bombay, Madras
presidencies and Central
Provinces. The organization
rescued wandering cows and
reclaimed them to groom
them in places called
gaushalas (cow refuges).
Charitable networks
developed all through North
India to collect rice from
individuals, pool the
contributions, and re-sell
them to fund the gaushalas.
Signatures, up to 350,000 in
some places, were collected
to demand a ban on cow
sacrifice. Between 1880 and
1893, hundreds of gaushalas
were opened.
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Cow Welfare // Sanjay Raman “Vidyavachaspati”

HOW STRESS AND ANNIETY IMPACTS A
GOW'S PHYSICAL AND MENTAL HEALTH?

tress and anxiety significantly affect a

cow's physical and mental health,

manifesting in various detrimental
outcomes. These stressors can arise from
environmental changes, handling practices,
social dynamics, or health challenges, leading
to physiological responses such as altered
immune function, reduced milk yield, and
compromised growth. Chronic stress and
anxiety can also lead to the development of
mental health disorders in cows, such as
depression and anxiety. For instance, stressed
cows often exhibit reduced feed intake and
altered rumination patterns, which can impair
nutrient absorption and digestive efficiency.
These conditions significantly impact the
animal's quality of life, leading to decreased

interest in their surroundings, reduced
appetite, and diminished social interactions.
Severe cases may even result in self-
destructive behaviors, such as excessive
licking or biting, driven by neuroendocrine
disruptions that alter normal behavioral
patterns.

Socially, stress can lead to increased
aggression or withdrawal, disrupting herd
dynamics and potentially leading to injuries.
Economically, these stress-induced issues
can translate into significant financial losses
for farmers due to decreased milk production,
lower weight gains, higher veterinary costs
and increased culling rates. Understanding
the mechanisms through which stress and
anxiety influence bovine health is crucial for
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developing effective
management strategies.
Implementing stress
mitigation practices, such as
improved housing conditions,
gentle handling and enriched
environments, can enhance
the welfare and productivity
of dairy and beef cattle,
ultimately leading to better
economic outcomes for the
livestock industry. The effects
of stress and anxiety on cows
can be substantial, both
physically and mentally,
making it imperative to
address these issues
comprehensively.

Physical Effects:
Weight loss is one of the most
common physical effects of
stress and anxiety in cows.
This can occur due to a variety
of factors, such as reduced
feed intake, increased
metabolic rate and reduced
nutrient absorption etc.
Chronic stress can also
weaken the cow's immune
system, making it more
susceptible to diseases and
infections. As a result, the
animal may require increased
use of antibiotics and other
medications to treat illnesses,
which may lead to the growth
ofantibiotic-resistant bacteria.
In addition to weight
loss, stress can also affect the
reproductive health of cows.
It can result in reduced
fertility rates, delayed onset
of puberty and abnormal
estrous cycles. This can
indeed be a significant
problem for dairy farmers, as

it can decrease milk
production and raise the
expenses linked with
breeding and raising
replacement animals.

Stress can also result in
behavioral changes that can
have an impact on the
physical health of cows. For
instance, cows under stress
may exhibit stereotypic
behaviors, such as pacing,
head bobbing and tongue
rolling etc. These behaviors
can physically harm the
animal, such as hoof and
mouth injuries and can also
decrease feed efficiency and
milk production.

Mental Effects:

Stress and anxiety can also
have substantial impacts on
the mental health of cows.
Cows are social animals that
form close bonds with their
herd mates. When they are

isolated or separated from
their herd, they can become
anxious and distressed. This
can lead to increased
vocalizations, agitation and
aggression towards other
animals or humans.

Apart from social
isolation, other factors that
can contribute to cow stress
and anxiety include
transportation, handling and
changes in their environment.
Cows are sensitive to
environmental changes and
can become stressed when
exposed to new sights,
sounds, and smells. They may
also be stressed by handling
and restraint, such as during
veterinary procedures or
when being moved between
pens or farms.

As Chronic stress and
anxiety can also lead to the
development of mental health
disorders in cows, such as
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depression and anxiety, these
conditions can have
significant impacts on the
animal's quality of life,
leading to decreased interest
in their surroundings, reduced
appetite and decreased social
interactions etc. It has been
observed that in severe cases,
certain affected cows may
even exhibit self-destructive
behaviors, such as excessive
licking or biting.

In conclusion, stress and
anxiety can have substantial
impacts on the physical and
mental health of cows. These
effects can be expensive for
farmers, in terms of decreased
milk production and
increased healthcare costs.
Furthermore, this raises
serious ethical concerns, as
the welfare of these animals is
jeopardized. It is essential for
farmers and others involved
in the care of cows to take
measures to minimize the
stress and anxiety these
animals encounter, such as

providing comfortable living conditions, reducing transport
and handling and providing appropriate socialization. By
doing so, the health and well-being of these animals can be
drastically improved, which may lead to increased
productivity and profitability for farmers.
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